Chromosome analysis in 31 cases of benign and malignant breast tumors: a study in Brazil.
Cultures of 31 breast tumors, being 20 carcinomas and 11 benign lesions, were cytogenetically analysed. Clonal chromosome aberrations were detected in 16 carcinomas and in 4 benign lesions. Nine carcinomas and 2 benign lesions had multiple cytogenetically unrelated and related clones, whereas a single abnormal clone was observed in 7 carcinomas and in 2 benign lesions. Polyploid clones were found in 7 carcinomas and in 2 benign lesions. The presence of clonal chromosome aberrations and polyploid cells was not associated with the clinicopathologic parameters tested. Carcinomas had more clonal changes than benign lesions (p = 0.031), showing that cytogenetic features are of diagnostic value and that different chromosome anomalies might have different pathogenetic and prognostic significance.